The atelectatic ear and its classification.
Atelectasis of the middle ear cavity occurs in advanced chronic otitis media with effusion. Atelectasis with effusion may progress to atelectasis without effusion, and further possible complications include adhesive otitis, ossicular disruption, cholesteatoma, and sensorineural hearing loss. A classification is presented of the various sequelae of otitis media with effusion under the basic concept of the atelectatic ear because most of the sequelae observed had developed through the atelectatic ear. This classification depends on localization of the main pathology, i.e. the tympanic membrane, middle ear or inner ear.